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by 1942 the formidable japanese military had conquered
swathes of territory across south east asia and the pacific
ocean despite its defeat at the battle of midway japan
remained a potent enemy committed to the creation of a
defensive arc to shield its captured possessions in the pacific
the capture of port moresby would cement the southern
border of this defensive arc and sever the vital lines of
communication between australia and the united states it
was the japanese plan to seize moresby that would set the
course for the battle of milne bay situated on the eastern tip
of new guinea milne bay was a wretched hell hole swamp
riddled a haven for malaria and cursed with torrential rain it
was here that general douglas macarthur ordered the secret
construction of an allied base with airfields to protect the
maritime approach to port moresby but the japanese soon
discovered the base at milne bay and despatched a task
force to destroy its garrison and occupy the base all that
stood between the japanese and their prize was a brigade of
regular australian soldiers untrained in tropical warfare and a
brigade of australian militia with no combat experience
whatsoever while the kokoda campaign is etched in public
memory its sister battle at milne bay has long been
neglected however the bitter fighting over this isolated
harbour played an equally important role in protecting port
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moresby and made a valuable contribution to shifting allied
fortunes in the pacific war toowoomba to torokina traces the
proud history of the 25th battalion from the end of one war
to end of the next it tells the story of the men from
toowoomba and the darling downs who answered the call to
fight a war that would threaten their country s very existence
like their first world war predecessors they fought a
determined foe in hellish conditions with as the battalion s
motto decrees never a backwards step 00000000 10000000
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ocean despite its defeat at the battle of midway japan
remained a potent enemy committed to the creation of a
defensive arc to shield its captured possessions in the pacific
the capture of port moresby would cement the southern
border of this defensive arc and sever the vital lines of
communication between australia and the united states it
was the japanese plan to seize moresby that would set the
course for the battle of milne bay situated on the eastern tip
of new guinea milne bay was a wretched hell hole swamp
riddled a haven for malaria and cursed with torrential rain it
was here that general douglas macarthur ordered the secret
construction of an allied base with airfields to protect the
maritime approach to port moresby but the japanese soon
discovered the base at milne bay and despatched a task
force to destroy its garrison and occupy the base all that
stood between the japanese and their prize was a brigade of
regular australian soldiers untrained in tropical warfare and a
brigade of australian militia with no combat experience
whatsoever while the kokoda campaign is etched in public
memory its sister battle at milne bay has long been
neglected however the bitter fighting over this isolated
harbour played an equally important role in protecting port
moresby and made a valuable contribution to shifting allied
fortunes in the pacific war
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